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RE MONSTRANCE 
| Of the ate of the 


KINGDOME. 
Die Mercurii 15. Decemb. 154 1 : 


Ic is this day reſolved npon the Queſtion by 
the HO V SE. of. 


COMMONS; 


Thac One {hall be now otven for the Prin- 


ting of this REMONSTRANCE ofthe 
State of the Kingdome. 


H.Elfnge Cler. Parl, D.(,om. 
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THE 


HE COMMONS inthis preſent Parliament aflem” 
bled, having with much carneſtnefſe, and faithfulneſſe © 


REMONSTRANCE: 
affeQion, and zeale to the publike good of this Kingdome, 


and His Majefties honour and ſervice for the ſpace of 


twelve monetbs,, wraſtled with the great dangers and feares, the 
preſſing miſeries and calamities, the various diffeinpers and difor- 
ders, Which had not only aſflaulted, but even overwhelmed and 
extinguiſht the liberty, peace, and proſperity of this Kingdome , 
the comfort and hope of all His Majceſtics good Subjects, and ex- 
ceedingly weakned and undermined the foundation and ſtrength 
ef his owne Royall Throne; doe yet finde an abounding Maligmty, 
and oppoſition 1n thoſe parties and fa&tions, who have beene the 
cauſe of thoſe evils , and dee Kill labour to caſt aſperfions, upon 
that which hath beene done, and raiſe many difhiculties,” for 'the 
hindrance of that which remaines yet undone, and to foment jea » 
louſfies betwixt the King and the Parliament ; that fo they may 
deprive Him and His People of the fruit of His owne Grations in- 
tentions, and their kumble defires of procuring the publike peace, 
ſafety, and happineſſe of thisRealme. For the preventing of thoſe 
miſerable effe&s which ſuch malicious endeavonrs may porduce, 
Xe have thought good to declare, 


I. Thc root, andthe growth of theſe miſchievons deſrones, 

2. The matwritic and ripeneſſe, to which they have attained before the 
beginning of the Parliament. 

3. The effeluall meanes which have beene uſed forthe extirpation of 
thoſe dangerous evils, and the Progreſſe which hath therein been mad: by 
Hws Majeſties Goonneſſe, and the wiſedowe of the Parliament. 
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A. The waies of obſtruftion and oppoſition , by which that pr ogreſſe 
hath been interruptea. . 


5. The courſes to be taken for the removing thoſe obſtacles , andfor 
arcompiſhing of our moſt autifull and faitbfull intentions and endeavours 
of reſtoring and eſtabliſhing the ancient Henour , Greatneſſe and Secu- 
rity of thus Crowne and Nation. The roote of all this miſchiefe, wee finde 
ro be. d malignant and pernitious deſigne of ſ#bverting the fundamental 
Lawes aud principles of Governnent,uponewhich the Keligion and Tuſtice 
of this Kingdome are firmely cſtabliſhed. The Attors and Promotors 


hereof have been, 


1- The feſuited Papiſts who hate the Lawesr, as the Obſtacles 
of that change , and ſubverſion of Religion , which they ſo much long 


for... 


| 2: The Biſhops and the corrupt. part of the C lergy , . who cheriſh for- 
mality and ſuperſtition, as the naturall effeits , and mare probable ſup- 
ports. of their own Eccleſiaſtical tyrnny and uſurpation. 


3. Such Connſellers and Courtiers., as for private ends have engaged 
themſelves to further the intereſts of ſome forraine Princes or States, to 
the prejudice of his Majeſty, and the State at home. 


The. common principles by which they moulded and governed 
all their partzcular counſells and actions were theſe. 


Firſt, to maintaine cantiuuall. differences: and diſtontents betwixt 
the King and the ous » #pon queſtions of Prerogative'and Liberty, 
that ſo they might have the advantage of ſiding with him., and under 
the Notions of menu. additted to his ſervice , gaine to themſelves 


and their parties , the places of greateſt truſt and power in the, Kin [9 
doze. FORE, 


A. facond, to ſnppreſſe the purity. and power of Religion, and 
ſach perſons as were aff-Hed toit, as being contrary to their owne ends, 


__ greateſt impediment to that change which they thought to in- 
TYoamuCe, 


A 
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A third, to conjayne thoſe parti:s of the Kingdonme which were moſt 
propitious to their owne ends, and to divede thoſs who were moſt op- 
poſite,, which conſiſted in miny particular obſervations, to cheriſh 
the Arminian part in thoſe points, wherein they agree with the Pa- 
peſts, to multiply and enlarge the dbFerences betwixt the common 
Proteſtants, and thoſe whom they call P.iritansto introduce and conn« 
tenance ſuch opinions and ceremonies 4s are fitteſt for accommodation 
with Popery , to encreaſe and maintaine ignorance , looſeneſſe and 
prophaneneſſe in thepeople, that of thoſe three pariies, Papiſts Are 
minxians , and libertines, they might compoſe 4 body fit to aft ſuch 
counſelts and reſulntvons, as were moſt conducibleto thetr owne 
ends, . rg 


A foarth , to diſafteft the King ts Parliaments by ſlandeys and 
falle imputations,and by patting him upon other wayes of ſupply.which 
in ſhew and appearance were {uller of advantage , then the cther of 
Subſudies, though tn truth they brought more lofſe then gaine both: to 
K vg and people, and cauſed the g eat diſtrattions., under which wee 
both ſuffer. 


..S inall compaund-.d bodies, the Operations are qualified ac- 
cording to the predominant Elemen;: So in this muxt party,the 
Teſuired counſells being moſt aRive and prevailing , may caſily bee 
ditcovered te have had the greateſt ſway in all their determinations, 
and if they bee not prevented, are likely ro deyoure the reſt , or to 
turne them into their own nature. 

In the beginning of . his M»jeſties rejigne , the party-begunne ro 
revive and flouriſh againe, having beene ſomewhat dampt by the 
breach with Spaine in the laſt ycare of King Jamrs, and by his Mz- 
Jeſties marriage with France ; the Intereſts and Coualells of that 
State, being nor fo contrary tothe good of Religion, and the prof- 
perity of this Kingdome, as thoſc of Spaine, and the Papilts of Eag- 
l:nd having bcen ever more addifted to Spain then France;yet they 
ſill retained a purpoſe and reſolution to weaken the Proteſtant par- 
ties.in all parts , and even in France, whereby to make way for the 
change of Reiizion, which they intended athome. 

The firſt :ff:& and evidence of theic recovery and ſtrength was , 
the diflolurion of th: Parliament at Oxford, after there had been gi- 
ven two Subfidicsto his Majeſty, _ before they received rclicte 
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in any onegrievance , mmy other more miſerable effect; followed”, 
the lofle of the Rochel Fleer, by the helpe of onr ſhipping ſet forth 
and delivered over to the French, in oppcſition ts the adviceof 
Parliament , which left the Tewne withuot defence by fea, and 
made way nor onely to the leflc of that important place, bur like- 
Wiſe to the lofle oft all the ftrengrth and ſecurity of the Proteſtant 
Religion in France, ,The diverting ot his Majcftics courſe of wars 
from the Weſt- Indies, which was the moR facile and hopefull way 
for this Kingdome to prevaile againſt the Spaniard tv an expenle- 
full and ſucceſicleffe attempt upon Cales,which was ſo ordered,as if 
it had rather beene intended ro make ns weary of warre then to 
proſper in it. The precipitate breach with France by taking their 
ſhips to a great valance, without making recompenceto the Engliſh, 
whoſe goods were thereupon imbar'd, and confiſcate in that King- 
dome. The peace with Spaine without conſent of Parliament,con- 
trary to the promiſe of King lames to both houſes, whereby the 
Palatine cauſe was deſerted and left to chargeable aud hopelcfle 
rreaties, «which for the moſt- part were managed by thoſe wha 
might juſtly be ſuſpeRed to be ne friends to that caule. 

The charging of the Kingdome with billetred feuldiers in all 
parts of it, and that comcomitant defigne of Germane borſe, that 
this Land might either ,ſubmit with feare, or be enforced with ri- 
gortofuch arbicrary contribution as ſhould be required of them, 
The diflolving of the Parliament in the ſecond yeare of bis Maje- 
ſties reigne , atter a declaration of their intent ro grant five Sub- 
ſidies 

The exaRing of the like proportion for five Subſidies after the 
Parliament diflolved,by the commiſſion of Loan,and divers Gentle. 
men ana others iu;priioned for not yeelding to pay the loan, where- 
by many of them contracted ſuch fic«nellesas colt them their lives, 
Great ſummes of mony required and raiſed by privy Seales. An 
ur juſt 23d perniciousatteropt to extort great payments from the 
{u>j<t by way of Exciſe , and a commiſſion iflaed under Sezle to 
that purpeſe- The petirion of Right which was granted in fall Pat- 
liament, blaſted with an illegal! d« clararicn to make it deſtruRive 
ro it (elfe ro the power cf Parhiament , to the liberty of the Sub- 
j:&k, and co thar purpoſe printed witait, and the petition made of 
nv uſe {zac co ſhew the bold aud prefamptiuevs injuſtice of ſuch 
Minift-rs as dur breate the Lawes ;Zand luppreite the Liver» 
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ties of « IN they had been ſo ſolemnly and evidently 
declared. _ 

Another Parliament diffolved, 4. Car. the priviledge of Par- 
lament broken, by impriſoning divers Members of the Houſe, de- 
taining them cloſe priſoners for many Moneths together; without 
the liberty ofuſing Bookes, Pen, Inke, or Paper, denying them all 
the comforts of life, all meanes of preſervation of health, not per- 
mitting their Wives to come unto them, even in time of their fick- 
nefle. And for the compleating of that cruelty, after yeares ſpent 
infuch miſerable durance, depriving them of the neceſſary meanes 
of Spirituall conſolation,nor ſuffering them to goe abroad to enjoy 
Gods Ordinances, in Gods Houſe , er Gods Miniſters to come to 
them, to adminiſter comfort unto them in their private Chambers : 
and to keepe them till in this oppreſſed condition, not admitting 
them to be Bayled according to Law,yct vexing them with Tnfor- 
mations 1n inferior Courts,{entencing and fining ſome of them for 
maters done 1n Parliament, and extorting the payments of thoſe 
Fines from them, enforcing others to put 1n ſecurity of good beha- 
Yiour, before they could be releaſed. | 

The impriſonment of the reſt which refuſed ts be bound , {till 
eontinued; which might have been perpetuall, if necellity had not 
the laſt year brought another Parliament to relieve them; of whom, 
one died, by the cruelty and harſ{hnefle of his impriſonment, which 
would admit of no relaxation, notwithſtanding the imminent dan- 
ger of his life, did ſufficiently appeare by the declaration of his Phy- 
{itian : And his releaſe, or at leaſt, his refreſhment, was ſought 
by many humble Petitions. And his bloud ſtill cries either for ven- 
geance , or repentance of thoſe Miniſters of STATE, who at 
once obſtruted the courſe , both of his Majefties Iuſtice and 
Mercy. 

. Ven the diflolution of both theſe Parliaments, untrue and ſcan-- 
dalous declarations publiſhed,toaſperſe their procecding,and ſome 

of their Members,unjuftly to make them odious, and colour the vi-- 
olence which was uſed againſt them.. Proclamations ſet out to the 

fame purpoſe;and to the great dejeing of the hearts of the people, 

forbidding them, even to fpeake of Parliaments. 

After the breach ofthe Parliament, in the fourth yeare of His 
Majcſty, Inſtice, Oppreſhon,and Violence,broke in upon us, with-- 
out any reſtraint or moderation ;_ and yet the ilk prozet, was the 
great 
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(89). | 
great ſummes exaQed thorow the whole Kingdome; for defaulle of 


Knight-hoed, which ſeemed to have fome colour and ſhadow oba- 


Lawzyet if it berightly examined by that abſolete Law-which was 
pretended forit, it would be found to be againit all the rules of ju-. 
{tice, bothin reſpe& of the perſons charged, the proportion of the 
Fines det and the blur anduzrcaſenable manner of the 
proceedings. ; | 
Tonnage and poundage hath beene received without- colour or: 
pretence of Law: Many other heavie impoſitions continued againſt 
Law ; and ſome ſo unreaſonable , that the ſumme of the charge, 
exceeds the value of the goads: The Booke of Rates lately inhan- 
{ed to a high proportion; and ſuch Merchants as would not fubmit 
to their illegal and unreaſonable paiments, were vexed and oppreſ- 
{ed above'meaſure; and the ordinary courſe of juſtice, the common 
Birth-right of the ſubj<& of England, wholy obſtruited unto them. 
And although all this was taken upon pretence of guarding the Sea, 
yet a new and unheard of Tax of Ship-mony was devifed , upon 
the ſame pretence. By both which,there. was charged upon the fub- 
je& neere 700000. I. ſome yeares ; and yet the Merchants have 
beene left ſo nakedto the violence ofthe Turkiſh Pyrats,that many 
Great Shippes of value., and thouſands of His Majeftis Subjeas 
have beene taken by them, and doe ſtill remaine in miſerable fla- 
Very: 

The eolargement of Forreſts, contrary to Charta d: Foreſta , 
and the compoſition vhereupon. The exa&tions of Coat and Con- 
du& mony , and divers other Military Charges. The taking away 
the Armes ofthe Trayned Bands of divers Counties. The deſpe- 
rate defigne of engrofling all the Gunpowder into one hand, keep= 
ing it in the Tower of Londey, and ſettirig ſo high a Rate upon it , 
tkat the poorer ſort were not able to buy it, nor could any -have it 
withou Licence; ; Thereby toleave the ſeverall parts of the King- 
dome deſtitute of their neceflary defenſe ; and by ſelling fo deare 
that which was ſold, tomake an unlawfll advantage oft, to the 


great Charge and detriment. of the fubje&;the.generall deftrution, 


of the Kings Timber, eſpecially that'in the Ferreft of Dear , ſold 
to Papilts , which was the beſt Store-kouſe of this Kingdome, for 
the maintenance of our Supping, The taking away of mensright , 
under coleur.of the Kings title to Land between high and low was» 
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zene broken,” in Citing or the money. and Bullion in the 
md che wholeKingd ngdome like to be robbed at once, in that 
_ wble projeft.of Bralle mgney, Greaz,numbers of bis'Maje- 
bje&s, or. refuſing wh ag unlawful charges', have beane 
Wo, wt fongarid expenſive ſuites, Tome fined and cenſared, o- 
thers. committed ro jon arid hard impriſonmencs and: <obfine» 
metts,ro theloſfe of health of many, > life in ſome; and others 
havehadtheir houl; es brokenu up. their oods ſcized; Tome have been 
reſtraint Rom than callings : hips have been interrupted 
In their Voyages ; ſurprized at. Sea in an Hoſtile manner, by Pro- 
jeQors,as s by common enemy: Merchants prohibited.ro.unlade 
th-icgoodsan {ach Ports, as were. for their.owne advantage, .and 
forccd tobri rk .them ro, thoſe 2g wok which, were moſt for the ad- 
vantages ofthe Mongpouzcrs an Projettors. 
Re OI Kwan mber bath ahounded.in extravagant cen- 
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| Lawyers have beene ghegkt,, for bein ll 
| Solhicitors ,, and;Ariurnies have. becnc: threatne 


Oathes hayc becne WAL) the” 
dicitofies crefted || ihifon Fa... 
_ their Orders offered” 


"Engliſh Courts, have beene brievans in exceeding their Tariſdicti,- 
''on, Thecſtareof many Families weakned, and ſome ruined by 
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and promoters of ſuch peremptory and heady courſes, - 
udges have becn purout of their places, for refuſing togdoe a- 
gainſt their Oaths,. and Conſciences. - Others have been foaw- 
cd, that they durſt.not doe their duties, and the better to hold a 
rod over them;the Clauſe Zum din /e bene geſſprit, uras leff out of 
their Patents , and.a new Clauſe, Daraxie h Party tnſerted 
being, f: TF022. bc theix Clients > 


S 


| | | atncd , * and; ſome pu- 
niſhed for following lawfull Suites, : And by this meancs all che 
approaches to Iuſtice were interrupted and forecluded.. New 
| RE IN: oft Law znew Tur 

The CounſelF-Table. hays by 

c cr | to binde. the Subjects in their free holds, E- 
ſtates , Suits, and Ations, The pretended Cort ofthe Earle Mar- 
ſhall was Arbitrary,and illegal in ts þeiog and proccedings. The 
Chanceric, Excheqget Chamber ,.”Court,of Wards, and othex 


- 


c 


exceſſive Fines , exated from them for compoſitions of Warde= 
ſhips. All Leafes of above an hundred yearcs, mad: to draw on 
Wardſhip contrary to Law.Vndne proc: edings uſed in the finding 
of Offices, to make the Tury fiade Br theKing. The Commoan- 


* Law Conrts ,. ſeeing all men zyorc incline i to ſecke Tuſtice there, 


where it may be foted ro their ovrne deſire, are kgowne frequent- 
ly to forſake the Rules'ofthe Common Law', and ſtrainipg b*. 
org their bounds, under. pritcence oftquitie',, togge Injuſtices 

itles of Honcur,, Tydiciall places, Sctjzant-fhips at Lawyand's= 


| ther Offices have beene fold forgreat ſummes of Money , where- 


by the common uſtice'of the Kingdome hath'heene much endan- 
gered , not onely by opening away of imployment in places of 
- great Triiſt, and advantage to Mert,of weake parts ; but alfo by g1- 
ving a way to Bribery, Extortion ;-Partialitie'; It ſeldomehap- 


* nivg,that places 1l]-gottetrare well uſ:d; Commiſſions ave beene 
- granted for the eximining'the exccſſeof Fres:and whengreat exa- 
+ Riots have beene diſcovered , Compoſitions have beene made 
' with Delinquents', notonely for the time paſt ; butlikewiſe for 


Initwunitic 2vd ſecurity in offending, for thetime to comejwhich 
under colour of remedie, 'hath but confirmed , andenereaſed the 


- grievances of the Subject. 


+ 


Theuſuall courſe of pricking Sheriffs , not'obſeryed , but ms- 


-Countrey 
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ny tires Sheriffes made ia an extraordinary way ; ſometime as 
a puniſhmenr and Charge unto them ; ſomerignes ſuch were prick- 
ed our, as wouldbe inſtruments ro execute whatſoeyer they wou!d 
havetobedope... I... | 

The Biſbops' and the rcſt of the Clergy, did tryumph in the 
Suſpenſions , Vacommitication s: Deprivations, . and /Degradaci- 
ons of divers painctull, learned, aydpious Miniſters, inthe vexati- 
on, and grievons opprefhon ot great nun.bers ot his Majefties good 
Subje&s. The high Commiſſion grew to. ſuch,.excefle, of ſharp- 
nefle and ſevericie, as was not much 1:(ſe than the Romiſh Inqui- 
ſition 5 and yet in many caſes by the Archbilbops. power z was 
made much more heavy, being allifted, a reachene, by autho- 
rity of the Councell-Table, 

The Biſhops and their Courts,” were as eager in the Countrey, 
and alchough their juriſdiftion cad nor, reach ſo high in rigour, 
and extremity of puniſhment; yer.were they no.lelle grievous, iR 
reſpet of: the generalicie, and Wntcepliciti of vexations, which 
lighting upon the meaver ſort of Trades-men, 'and' Artificers, did 
impoycriſh many thouſands, arid ſo afli& and trouble others, that 
_ ro qrolduhcir miſeries, departed out. of the King- 

ome , fome imo NeowEngland,' #84 other Patts of Americe ; 0- 
thets into: Hollow), where they have tranfperted+ their Manufa- 
Auresof Cloth, which 1s not only a lofſe by dimifhing the pre- 
ſent ftock of the Kingdome, bur a great miſchicfe by impairing 
and endangering the loſſe of that peculiar trade of Cloathing,which 
hath bene a plentifull Founcaine of Wealth and Honour ro this 
ES. iS I Eng: 

; Thoſe wire fitteſt for Ecclefisſticalf prefermerit, and Tooneſt ob- 
rained it; who were moſt officicus -in' promotitry faperſtition; moſt 
vitulentinrayling againſt godlineffe, and bonefty.' + © ve 
.1\Themoſt pnblike and ioltmne Sermonybeforchis Majeſtic were, 
cithor;toadyande Prerogative above Law and Decry;.the property 
of rhe Subjeft, or. full of fuch-kinde of inv<chics ; whereby. they 
'mighr make thoſe odi»us, who ſought to maintaine the Religion, 
Lawes and Liberties of-rhe Kingdome. ; and-ſuch men were ſure 
to be weeded our of the Comb oh of the reac, and” pt 'of 
A} veher -imployroctits: 6f "powetin\xHe« Syorniathe® of | the 
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nor for debare, ud dvliberation; andno m offertoop| 
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did not wholly concurre and ne (enrinS to is fk 
of their de rhoughotherwile, never Ho- 
nour, eſe: wer. ſo farre from beingem a bhp plece 
of Truſt, and wes. that they-were tieg}! ected, diſcountenanced, 


and v all occafions injured and oppreffed 
br, .; ogg entirenc{fe-of 
ifhing their Worke, on 


i execution, yy 


$s Fattion-was F ErOWneto thar 
wer; tharnowth began to thinke of 
eonliſ+d of theſ rpare, 


T. 


The Government muſt beſtt free from all reffaint of Lang, 
CORCErMENG.( our P as al tate, | 


rs 


02 PEI and Proteflants 
and Ceremonies: only 1tmaſt not yet 


There muſt be, grits 


ix Dofirzne, Diſc 
A RN 
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The Penktans, ne which name they include al thaſe Gs 
deſire to preſerue the Lawes, and Liberties of the Kingdome, 
and to maintaine:Rgligren inthe: power of it-;; maſt be either 
rooted, avs of the Ki : with: forces: or driven. out: with 

es | Por. Hg. yh 1t was thought neteſſarie' to 
reduce Jeatland to ſurh P op cnkyc yr he Innovations, 
is. rlong: apt t fone with England, in that great 
arige which was Gy whereupon new Canons, and # 


he io ales were preſt upon them ; andwben they refuſed to 
admit of hems an Armie was raiſed to force oo = _ i 


88;. awd the: Papifts wer 
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thetr defence ;,, 4nd'when bor Armies' nee come togetber and 
ready for  Mexdy exconnter, Hiy Majfexownegrat ious dif 
poſition , end the (ouncelt of the Byglifh NobilWtie, and duti- 
full ſubmmi[s19n of the Scots. aid ſy prevatle agarnft the evil 
6aurfell of others, that s pacsþcation nas.made, and His Aa- 
jeſtreveturacd with Face, and much Howour ta London. 

Fhe unexpeted: reconciliation: was moſt. acceptable ta 
all: the Kingdome, except ra- the malignane paztie,, wheres 
of we Archbiſhop and the: Baale of Strafford:being heads , they 
and;;their faftion began to. enveigh againſt the: paage, and. to 
are the procecdivg of the. Stares;,' which, ſo iaccaſed 
is Majeſtic, that he'ferthwith-prepared againe foy Warre, And 
fooh was their confidence, that having; corrupted: and. diſtemper 
red the whole frame and Government of the Kingdeme, they, did 
now hopetocorrupt that, which was the onel y- meanes; ta-reffore 
all coa rightframe'and-temper againe : to which-.evd: they. per» 
ſwaded his-Majeſtie-to call aParliamenr, nattofegke Countell-and 
advice of them, butto.-draw Countenance: and Supply from ihem, 
and engage the whole Kingdome in their quarecl! :- and- in. the 
meanc lime continued all rhciremuſtLovicsaf money, refolving ei- 
ther £d make the Parliament pliantrocheir Will and ro cRabliſh 
miſchiefe by a Law, orelſcro breakeie;; and with- more: colgur to 

on by violence; to take what they could. nat obtaine-by. con- 

Sy ground alledged: for the: juſtification of this- Warre 
4; thts: _— he 
* 'Thatthe undutifull demands of the Parliament of: Scocland, was 
«ſafficientreaſon for his Majefticto take arnes againſt them with» 
ont the hearing the Reaſon of: choſe demands; and rhereupon. a 
new Armic was prepared againit them, rhcir Ships. were feized in 
ll Ports, beth in England and Ireland; and! at Sea. Their Pctiti- 
om rejeted; thtir Coir miffioners retuſed audience, This: whole 
Kingdome moſt miſerably —_— with-levies-of men and. mo- 
ney, andimpriſonments of thoſe who denyed to ſubmit to thoſe 
Fevies: The Earle of Strafford paſt imto Ireland;, cauſed the Par- 
Hamenc therets declare againſt: the Scors, to-give foure Subſidies 
rewards that War; and ro engage themſelves, their lives and for- 
mars for the proſecution of it, and: gave 'diretions for an 'Armie 
of eight thouſand Foot, andone thouſand Horſeto be ley igd there, 
which werefor the moſt pare i The Parliament mas von 
SS 5 7 . 3 | 4 


Convoeation, andby..3 new 
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Gr —_ - 
— 
— _ 
— 


PIN _ 


(12) 
the thirteenth'of Aprill, one thouſand ſix hundred and forty, The 
Earle o: St afford and Archbiſhop of Canterbury with their par- 
tio ſo prevailed with bis Majeftic,. that the Houſe of Commong 
was preſt to yeeld to a fupply for the maintaivance of 'the warre 


with Scotland, before they had provided any reliefe for the preat _ 


and prefling grievances ef the people, which being againſt the 
fundamentall priviledge and proceeding of Parliament, -was yet in 
humble reſpe& to his Majcſtie,ſo farre admitred, as that they agreed 
to rake rhe matter of ſupply into confideration;” and two 1everall 
dayes, it was debated, Twelve Subſidies were demanded for. the 
releaſe of Ship-money alone; a third day was appointed-for Con- 
clufion, when the heads of that party begun to feare the people 
mightcloſe with the King in ſartstying his deſires of money: Bur 
chat wichall they were like to blaſt their-malicious.defignes a+ 
gainſt Scorland , finding 'them very much.indiſpoſed to give any 
countenance to that warre. 2 Erid ii! fs Eonpy 

Thereupon they wickedly adviſed the: King to breake off the 
Parliament, andto returne tothe wayes of contuſjon, in which their 
own*e evill intentions were moſt like toproffer avdiucteed:;. 

After the Parliament ended the: 5, of May, 1640: this par- 
ty grew fo bold, as tocounſell the King.to fupply himſelfe-out of 
his Subje&s ſtates by his owne + 2p" at his' owne Will; withour 
their conſent, The very next day ſome/memibers-of both: Hoaſes 
had th: ir Studies: and Cabinets, yea their Pockets ſearched ; Ano- 
ther of them not long after was committed claſe-priſoncr for not 
delivering ſome Petitions which he received by authority of that 
H.uſe, and if harſher courſes were intended ( as was reported) its 
very probable that theſickneſſe bf the! Earle of Straffard ;:aventhe 
tumultyous rifing: in Southwark ,-and: abonot! Lamberh,, ;;were the 
cauſes that ſuch'violent intentions were not: brought to; execorion, 
A falſe andſcardalous Declaration againſtrhe Houle of Commmpns 
was publiſhed, im his Majeſties: Nanje, , which-yec wrotight:Jatle 
effe& with che people, tur ov!y ro-maniteſtche impudeheepf.uhoſe 
whowereauthors of it; on nf noting am tingt} 

A forced Loan of Money wz5 atterapted in theCitie of iEondon., 
The Major and Aldermen:in their {everall Wargds-enfoyncd to 
bring ina liſt of the Namevof fuck perfons as theyjudged fit s6-lend, 
and ofthe ſumme theyſhbuld lend; :And. ſack Aldermen as xefuſed 
T3to doe wer2commirred 20 prifory -: + rt 7 3 Gu bile edn yyyeeh 
' The Archbiſbop ahd the other Bifsops and Clergiecontinged, the 
Conimiſſion turned 5t-ro. a. Eroxaucigh 
oO ER RSY Synod 
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Synod, in which by an unheard of preſumption, they made Canons that 
containe in them many matters contrary tothe Kings Prerogative, to 
the fundamental! Lawes and Statutes of the Realme, to the right of 
Parliaments , to the Property and Liberty of the Subjeft, and mar- 
ters tending to ſedition and of. dapgerous conſequence, thereby eſta- 


- . - bliching their owne Uurparion, juſtifying, their Altar-worſhip , and 
. . thoſe other ſuperſtirious Innovations wihch they formerly introduced, 
withour-warrant of Law.  - 


-.1. They:ampaſed anew Qatl upon diverſe of 'His Majeſties Sub- 


. jet; both, :Edcleſra/ircall and ; Lay, for maintenance of their owne 
_Tyranyy';:4nd'lancd a grear-Taxe upon the Clergie for tupply of tis 
. Majifty ; and genexdlly:they ſhewed thenbſclves -very: aftectionate ro 


the'Warre'with Scotiend;,which was by fome of; them ſtiled De/lnns 
Epifeapete ,cand a.Ptayer; compoſed , and enjoyned to be reaglin all 
Chucdigs; calling the Se4ts4c Rebels) to pur the. two, Nations into 


bloyd and make them irreconcilable. Ally thoſe pretended Canons 


and Conſtitutions were armed with rhe ſeyexll:; Cenlures of- Suſpcn- 


.frow , Excommunicaiion, Deprivation, by wich they would bave 


thiyſt out.all good Mipiſters: and. moſt! of the, well aftcRed 'pe2- 


- ple ofthe Kinydome |, and left an. cafie paſlage. to their owne Devgne 
. of Recqnciliation with: Rowe. The iPopyh party ' enjoyed ſuch Ex- 
. emptions from the Penall Lawes as mounted to a Tolleration, be- 


fides many other encouragements , and' Court favours 3 They had: 
a Secxetary-of State, Sr. Francrs 'F}/mmagrbarke , a powerfutl Agent 


for the ſpecdingof all their defires ,; a Popes Nwntio refiding; here to- 


act and governe theni /accarding to f{uch 'influences as hee: received 
from ROME, and to intercede for them with the moit. power- 
full concurrence of the forraigne Princes. of that Religion : By his 


 autboxity the: Popsſte of all forrs., Nobility, Gentry , and Clergy 
. were: Conyocated, afiex the manner of a Parliament new juriſdicti- 


ons were erectcd of Romrſh  Arch-Biſhops, Taxes levied, another 
State moulded within chis Scate independant in- Government , con- 
wary in intereſt and affection, ſecretly corruprins; the Ignorant , or. 
a profellors of our Religion, and cloſely uniting and combi--. 


 hing themlelves againſt ſuch as were ſound, in this poſture waiting tor 


an oppertunity by force to deſtroy thoſe whom they could not ho 
Y \- tao For rhe eftc&ting whereof, they were irenghened, 
with: Armes and Munition , encouraged by {uperſtitious, Prayers. 


| enjoyned by. the Numro to bee weekely made for the p: ofperiry of 
yu eat defigne.: And ſuch power had they at Court, that ſecret- 
a 


—_ _— 


ommillion was iflued our, intended to be 1ſſued to ſome great. 
i cen 48 ; Men 
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Menof rhat profeſſion for rhe ieyying of Souldiers,:andco com- 
mand and" employ them accordingto private Inſtrudtions, which 
wee donbr were- framed for the advantage-'of ' thoſe who were - 
the contrivers of 'them : His MA-JEST IE $ Treafure 
was conſumed, His Revenew-anticipated, His Servants and 
Officers compelicd:to lend:grear ſummes of Money ::Malkitudes 
were called'to'the ComoeBſlFable, whowere tired with long: atren- 
dances there, for refuſing illegall payments. The Priſons werefitled 
with their Commitments ; many; of the Sheriffes fummouned into 
the HO * era ah cn _ dorfmars In pe %2 
nough'in Jevyingtheſhip-mony;;rhepeopte hedunder grief, 
andfcare, Wy ifible roy ebets hf; Gortmdoſperanich, The Nobili- 
tic began-to be weary of their fitence, andpatience,:and{cnfis)eof 
the dutyandintiſt whichbelongsco rhems ::2nd thereupon ſome. of 
the 'moſt eniinetn of them did perition His Majzflieat ſuch atime 
whenevill Counſcls-were io ftrong'tharthey tad reafon' to expett 
more hazardto rhemſelyes,/ than redreffe 'of thoſe publike evils for 
whicetthey in yirmanps how vant mcg arop Prod Apitarion 
and diſteimper,the $99 reſtraiticdin their Trades, tmpovyeriſbed by 
the loſſe 6 we nel their Ships, bereaved of all poſlibiliry- of faris- 
fying His Najeftie by any naket Supplieation,entred witha power- 
L Army intothe Kingdome, andwhhonutany hoſtile At or {poile 
io rhe Countrey as they pefled, more then forcing a pafſage over the 
Tyneat Newborne, neere Newcſtle, pofſeſſed- elves 'of Vew- 
caftle,” a had a faire opportunity to-prefie on further upon:the 
Kings Atmy : but duty and reverence'to His Majeſty, and beotherty 
loveto the Engliſh Narion, made themſtay there, whereby theKing 
had teaſureroentertain better Counſels; wherein God ſoblefled mid 
directed him,thathe ſommoned'theGreatCouncel of Peers to'meet 
at Lorke,upon'the 20, ſourch of Feprem, ad there declared-a/ Paflia- 
ment to bepinthe 3, of: Novem, then following,” The Ser the firſt 
day of the Grear Ceuncell, preſentedan humble Petitionto His'Ma- 
jefty, whereupon the Treaty was appointed at Ripper. 4A prefenc 
Cdlinion of Armes zgreedtipon: aid the fall Conchifion 6f allalif- 
ferencesreferred1o the'wifedgmeantteare of the ParliamentzArour 
firſt meering all Oppoſicions ſeemed royanifh;themiſthicts wereſo 
evident,which thoſe evill CuvnceHetrsproduced, that nomen' daft 
and up rodefend them, Yet theworke irſelte afforded difficalty = 
hn. The multiptictd evils art corrtiption of fixtecne' yoarts = 

Krengthened by'Cuftome and arthociry, and the concurrenr inte= 
relt of many- powerfull delinquents were now ak | 


* 
, 
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nother Bull ; by which it is provided it ſhall noc bee diflolyed 


. "REY 
judgemetr and Reformation. The Kings Houfhold was to be pro- 
vided for,they had brought him tothat wanr,thar he could net ſup- 
ly His Ordinary, and neceſlary expences, without the affiſtance of 
bis people, Two Armies were to be paied, which amounted yery 
neere to $0, thouſand pounds a moneth:; the people were to bee 
tenderly charged, having bin formerly exhauſted wich many bur- 
thenſome Prozefts, The difficulties ſeemed to bee inſupportable , 
which by the Divine Providence wee have overcome. The Con- 
traries incompatible, which in a great meaſure we have reconciled, 
Sixe Subſidies have beene granted, and a Bill of Poll-money , 
which if duely levied, may equall fixe Subſidies more ; in all, 
Sixe hundred thouſand pounds. Behdes wee have contratted a 
Debt to the Scots of 200, and twenty thouſand pounds; and yer 
God hath {o bleſled the endeavours of this Parliament, that the 
Kingdome is a great gainer by all theſe charges. The Ship-money 
15 aboliſhed , which coft the Kingdome above 200. thouſand 
pounds a Yeare, The Coat and Condudt money, and other mili- 
rary charges, are taken away,which in many Countries amounted 
to little lefſe than the Ship-money. The Monopolies are all ſu 
preſt, whereof ſome few: did prejudice the SubjeQt, above a Milli 
on yearely. The Soape an hundred thouſand pounds ; the Wine 
three hundred thouſand pounds; the Leather muſt needes exceede 
both : and Salr could bee no;lefle than that, beſides rhe inferiour 
Monopolies , which 1f they could bee exactly computed , would 
make up a great ſumme. That which is more beneficiall then all 
this v5, that the roote of theſeevills is taken away, which was the 
arbitrary power ney to bee in His _ , of taxing 
the Subject, or charging their eſtates without conſent in Parlia- 
ment,which is now declared to bee'againſt Law by the judgement 
of both Houſes, and likewiſe by an A& of: Parhament. Another 
ſeppe of great adyantage is this : the living Grievances , the 
eyill Counſellors, and Actors of theſe miſchietes haye beene ſs 
uelled , by the. Juſtice . done upon the Eatle of Srraford, 
flight -of the LO RD Fench, and Secr Findebanke. The 
accuſation and iwpriſenment of the Arch-Biſhop of Camerbury, 
of Judge Bartles, and the impeachment of diverle other Biſheps 
and Judges, that it is like not onely to bee an eaſe ro the pre- 
ſent times , but a preſervation to the turure. The diſcontinuance of 
Parhaments is prevented by the Bill for a: Trienniall Parliament, 
and the abrupt diffolution of this P ARLIAMEN T by a- 


Or 


(16) 
er adjourned without the conſent of both Houſes. Which two 
Lawes well confidercd,mzy be thought more advantagious than 
all che former, becauſe they ſecure a tull operation of the preſent 
remedy, and afford a perpetuall Spring, of remedies for the future: 
The Starre-Chamber. ,, the High Commiſſion, the Courts of 


the Preſident, and Counſell in the North, were lo many forges of 


Miſery, oppreſſion, and violence, and are all taken away, where- 

men are more ſecured in their perſons, liberties, and-eftates; 
then they could bee by any Law or Example for the regulation 
of tholte Courts , or Terrour of the Judges; The immode- 
rate power of the Councell Table, and the cxceffive abuſe of 
that power is ſo ordered and reſtrained , that wee may- wetl 
hope that no ſich things as are frequently done by them , to 
the prejudice of the publike liberty, will appeate in future tines 
but onely in Rotics, to-give us and our:paſterity more occaſion 
22 praiſe God tor his Majefties goodnefle, and the fauthfull endea- 
vours of this Parliament. The Canons , -and the-power - of Ca. 
non making: ,.. are. blaſted by the Vote of both Houſes, The ex- 
orbitant pewer of Biſhops, and rheir Courts, are muclt abated by: 


ſome Proviſjons. in the Bill againſt -cthe| High Commiſſion. 


Courr. The Authors of the many Innovations ta Doctrine: and 
Ceremonies ; The Miniſters that have beene ſcandalous in” their 
lives, have beene ſo terrified in juſt . complaints: and accufations 


that wee may well hope they will :bee, more:modelt for the time- 
to.comie ;.cither-:inwardhy convicted by the: fight 'of their owne- 
folly , or onewardly reſtrainediby racteare of Putniſhthent, The- 


Forreſts arcby.a good Law:reduced to their right bounds; The 


cncroachments and epprefſion of the:Stannarie Covtrts« The Ex. 
ortions of the Clerke'of the: Marker, and! the Conipulſion of 
the Subjecttoxecavt the dider: of Knighchoodagxihit his will,” 


paying of Fines tor not [receiving it; and-the vexatious- procce- 


(ings thereupon for levying of theſe:Fines,. are by other benefi-. 


ciall Lawecs reformedi.and prevented. Many excellent Lavwes 
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and proviſions .ateyn/prepatation for: temoying? the" jnorthnate 
ppwer, vexation,andrfurpation of Biſhops, for reforming the 
p.ide and idlevefieotmarnyrot the Clergy,” for eahng the people 


0; unncceſlary Ceremonies in Religion: tor cenſuring and remo- 
vwg unworthy and unprofitable Miniſters ; and for maifaining 


vodly and diligent Preachers throvgh the :Kingdowe : Other 
thinos of many importance for the good of this Kingdomez are in 
pxopolition, though. little could hitherro bee dene, in regard of: 


the 


_—. 
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the many other more preſſing buſineſſes , which yet before the 
end of the Seilion, we hope may receive ſome progreſſe and 
perfection. The eſtabliſhing and ordering the Kings Reyenue, 
chat ſo the abuſe of Officers, and luperfluy of expences may 
cut oft,and the neceſſary disburſmenrs tor his Majeftie Honor, 
the defence and government of the Kingdome , may bee more 
certainly provided for. The regulating of Courts of Iuftice, and 
abridging both the delayes and charges of Law ſuits ; The 
(crling of ſome good courſes for preventing, the exportation of 
Gold and Silver, and the inequality of exchange betwixt us, 
and orher Nations, for the advancing of native Commodities, 
increale of our ManufaQtures, and well ballancing of Trade, 
whereby the ſtock of the Kingdome may be increaſed , or at 
leaſt kept from impairing , as thorow neglect hereof it hath 
done for many yeares laſt paſt ;-For improving the Herring ti- 
ſhing, upon our owne Coaſts, which will be of mighty uſe in 
the imployment of the poore, and7a-plenufull Nutlery of: Ma- 
riners. for ' inabling the Kingdatve -.in, any great! Acticn. 
The * oppolitions , ,;obſttuctions!,.. and: other: -Difficulties 
wherewi we have beene cncounted-,- and which fill lye in 
our way with ſome. (trength, and-oweh! obſtiuicgyciare. theſe. ;; 
The:malignant party, whom we liaye fortnerly deſcribed, robe 
the actors:and promators .of all,our-milery; , . theyhave taken 
heazr againe ; Lhey have begne able.to prefer ſome ofaheir own 
Factors and Agents to, degxges of, heflour, -toyplacts of truſt 
and imploymeat.even,during the Parliament. They-bave endea- 
vourcd tro worke, in .h1y, Majelly -ill imprefſions and (opinions 
oFQur proceedings ,, a9 &, wg. had, aftogaher dbne'.our owne 
worke, and not His, and ,had. obtaiagd from him many. things 
yery prejudiciall roi1he Crown, both in'teſpe& of Prexogative 
hs xofic. To wipe out this ſlander, We hinke goodnnely te 
Gy,chus much : Thatgll thax We havedaneis for hin Mhajelty; 
His grearneſle, honour, and ſupport, when Wet yieled ro give 
25000 {. a moneth for therreliefe of the Noxcherne Countries, 
this was.given to the King,,, tor, hee was.boynd; to prote& his 
ſubjects, they were. his Mano) ;Counceliors, :and their 
all, nGrumencs chat ,were, a&tors, wn thoſe; $rievances» which 
-brought.in, whe; Scots,;: and. zh; hys-Mayshy pleate16: force choſe 
.who were the Authors .of. wr Sa tnaks farsfaCtion, ret 
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he might juſtly and eaſily doe, it ſeemes very reaſonable , that 
the people might well be excuſed from taking upon them this 
burthen, being alrogether innocent, and free from' being any 
cauſes of it. 

When wee undertookethe charge of the Army , which coſt 
above 50000 pound a moneth; was not this given to the King? 
was it not his Majeſties Armie > were not all the Commanders 
under contra&t of his. Majeftie, at bigher rates, and greater 
wages than ordinarie > and have not we taken upon us to diſ- 
charge all che brotherly aſſiſtance of three hundred thou- 
{and pounds , which wee gave the Scots 2 was It not to- 
ward repaire of thoſe dammages and lcfſes which they recei- 
ved from the Kings ſhips, and from his Miniſters ? theſe three 
particulars amount to aboye 1 106. thouſand pound, beſides 
his Majeſty hath received by impoſitions upon Merchandiſe, ar 
leaſt 400.thouſand pounds,ſo that his Majeſty hath had our of 
the Subjets purſe, f non the Parliament began, one million and 
halle, and yet theſe men can be to impudent; as to tell his Maje- 
ſtie, that we haye. dotie nothing for him, As to the ſecond 
branch of this flander, wee acknowledge with much thankful- 
neſſe thar his Majeſtie hath paſſed more good Bils to the adyan- 
tage ofche-Subjefts;then hath beene in maiiy ages ; biit withall 
we cannot , that theſe-yenemous Coiunfells $id manifeſt 
emſetves in ſome endeyours to hinder theſe Ads; And 
tor both Houſes of Parliament, weejnay with eruth and mode- 
ie fay thus much, Thirwe have eyer becne'carefull not'ts de- 
fireany thing thar ſhoiffd weakerithe Crowne , 'either im juft 
profir, or uſefull powet,” Phe trienttiall Parliament for the mat- 
rer of ir,doch not extend-to ſo much, as by the Law wee onght 
to have required,thete being twe Statutes ſtil in force for'a Par. 
hamentro be.once a yeare, and for the manner of it, it i$ inthe 
Kmgspower', "that it fall nevet take tet, if hee by timly 
tumumons fhalt-preyent' any "other way of affembling. Ta rhe 
Bill for continuance of this prefem Parliament, there feemes to 
be ſome reſtraint &f the toyall power im diflolving of Partia- 
ments, not.to rake'ir otir of the Crowne, bur ro ſuſpend the exe- 
curion of it fox! thistitne and oecefion ofcly, which was fo ne- 
celfary fot the Kings.owne fetiitity, and'che publike peace, rhat 
without it wee: eonld riot haye umdertaken any. of theſe great 

| | charges 
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charges,but muſt have left both the Armies to diforder an 1 con- 
fuſion, and the whole Kingdome to bloud and rapin. The 
Star-chamber was much more fruitful in oppreſſion.than in pro- 
fir, the great fines being tor the molt part given away , and the 
reſt (talled atlong times, 

The fines of the High Commiſſion were in themſelves unjuſt 
and ſeldome or never came into the Kings purſe. Theſe foure 
Bills are particularly and more ſpecially inftanced , in the reft, 
there will not be found ſo much as a fhadow of prejudice tothe 
Crowne, They have ſought ro diminiſh our reputation with 
rhe people, and to bring them out of love with Parliaments : 
the aſperfjons which they have attempted this way, have beene 
luch as theſe 5 That we have ſpent much time, and done lithe, 
clpecially in choſe grievances which concerne Reljgion. That 
the Parliament is a burthen ro the Kingdome, by the abundance 
of Protections, which hinder Juſtice and Trade , and by many 
Subſidies granted much more heavy than any they tormerly en- 
dured; to which there is a ready anſwer : If the time ſpent in 
this Parliament be conſidered in relation backward to & long 
growth and deep root of thoſe grievances, which wee have 
xemoved, tothe powerfull ſupports of thole delinquenrs which 
we have purſued, tothe great neceſſities and other charges of 
the Common-wealth for which we have provided : or if it be 
conſidered in relation forward to many advantages, which nur 
onely the preſent, bur future ages are like to reape by the good 
Lawes and. other proceedings in this Parliament, we doubt nor 
but. ix-will bee thought by all indifferent judgements thar our 


timg hath -beene much better imployed than in a far greater 


proportion of time jn many former Parhamems-pur together ; 


and the charges which have beene laid upon the Subjects, and 


the. other inconveniences which they have borne , will ſeeme 


very. light, in reſpect of the benefit they have and may receive. 

| y ge m— of apr , the Parkin is fo 
ſenſible of it , that thereia they intend ro give them wharfoe- 
ver eaſe may ſtand with Honour and Juſtice ; and are in a way 
of paſſing a, Bill rogive them fatisfaCtion. They have fought by 
many ſubtile praRices, to cauſe jealouftes and divifions be- 


exwixt. us and our brethren of Scotland, by flandering their pro- 


cecdings, and intentions towards us ; and by ſecret endeyours 
3 to 


(40) 

t infligate and incenſe them and us cne againſt another, Thi 

have had ſuch a party of Biſhoys and popiſh Lords in the houte 
of Peers, as hathcauſed mvch oppoſition and delay in the pro- 
ſecution of delinquents. L:indred the proccedcings of divers good 
Bills paſted in the Commens Hovie, concerring the Retorma- 
tion of {undry great abules and corruptons both in Church && 
©rate, They have 1: bored ro {educe & corrupt lome of the Com- 
nons Route, to dravw them 1nto confpiracies and Cembinati- 
ons again(t the hberty of me Parlament :& by their inftruments 
41d agents they have attempted to dilaftect and diſcontent his 
Majelttcs Army, and to ingage it for the maintenance of their 
wicked and trayterous clignes , the keeping up of Biſhops in 
their Votes and Functions, and by. terce to compell the Parlia- 
ment ro.order, limit, and difpole their proceedings in ſuch man- 
ner as might beſt .concurre with the intentions of this dange- 
rous and potent Faction : And when one miſchievous.deſigne, 
and attempt of theirs to bring on the Army againſt.the Parlia- 
ment, and the City of London had beene. dilcovered and pre- 
vented, they preſently undertook another of the ſame damnable 
nature, with this additicn to it, to endeavour to-make the ' Sco- 
tiſh Army nacurall,, whillt the Engliſh Army which chey had 
corrupr and inyenome again(t us by rheit- falſe and flatiderous 
ſuggeltions,ſhould exccute theit malice; ro theſubverfiowof out 


Religion, and the diſſolution, of: our government. Thus they 


have bin continually practiſing to dilturb the, peace, Bz plating 
the deſtruction even of all the Kings, Dominjons,'and/havie” ene 
ployed rheir emiſaries and agent$jn them'all,..for the”ptbras- 
ung of their ,devilliſh deſignes ; wivchizhe vigilahey of thoſk 
who were wel-afte&ed, bath fil diſcovered andidefeated before 
they were ripe for execution in Eng/and and Scotland: onely'm 
Treland which was further oft , they have had timeand oppor 
runiry to mould and. prepare- their worke,, and-had broughy ir 
to that pertection, that they had 'poſſeſied; themſelves of-that 
whole Kingdome, totally lubverted thegovernment of it,” roo- 
ted out Religion, and deſitoyed alk the Proteltants', whom the 
conlcience ot their duty to God, their King and Country 'would 
not have permitted to zoyng with them, it by Gads wondetfull 
providence tneir, maine enterprize upon.the:Ciry and Caſtle of 
Dublin had not becne detected: and preyented: upon the: very 
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Eve before it ſhould have beene executed. Notw ithſtanding 
they have in other parts of thar Kingdome broken ont into re- 
bellion, 4urpriſed Townes and Caſtles, committed murders, 
rapes, and other villanies;and ſhaken off all bonds of obedience 
to his Majeſty , and the Lawes of the Realme; and in generall 
have kindled ſuch a fire, as norhing but Gods infinite bleſting 
upon che wiſedome & endeavyoures of this State will be able i 

tenchat : and certainely had not God in his great mercy u10 
tis Land: diſcoyered and confounded their former deſignes, we 
had becn:the Prologue of this Tragedy in Ireland. and lad by 
this tune been made the lamentable (pegtacie ot milery a ndcct- 
tufion. And now what hope have we but in God, when as the 
onely means of our ſubliltance,and power of reformation 1s un- 
der him, in the Parliament ; bur 4 can wee the Commons 
without the coujunction of the Houle of Lords, and what con- 
junEtion can we expect there, -when rhe Biſhops and Reculant 

Lords are lo numerous & prevalent that they are able to crolle 
and interrupt our beft-endeavours.for reformation, and by thar 
meanes give adyantage tothis malignant party to traduce our 
proceedings. They infule into the people, that wee meane to a- 
boliſh all Church government,andleave eyery man to his owne 

fancy for the lervice and worſhip of God abiolving him of that 
obedience which he owes under God unto his Majeſty, whom 
we know to be intruſted with the Ecclichafiicall Law.as well as 

with theTemporal,to regulate all the members ofthe Church of 

England,by ſuch rules of order and Diſcipline as arc eſtabliſh. 

by Parliament,which in his greatCouncel in all aftaircs both in 

Church and ſtate. Woe confeſlc our intention is and our endca- 

vours:have been to reduce within the bounds that exorbitant 

power which the Prelates have aftumed vntothemſelves,locon- 
trary buth to the Word of God, and to the Lawes of the Land, 
to which end wee paſt the Bill for the removing them from 
their Temporall power, and imployments, that ſo the berter 
they might with meekeneſle, apply rhemſclves ro the dilcbarge 
of their tunCtions, which Bill themſelves oppoſed and were the 
principall inſtruments of croſſing ir. 

And we doe here declare that it is far from our purpoſe orde- 
fixe to let looſe the golden reynes of Diſcipline and Covyerne-- 
nent 


— 
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--ment in the Church, to leave private perſons or particular Cun- 


gregations,to take up what forme of divine Service they pleaſe; 
tor wee hold it requiſite that there ſhould. bee throughout the 
whole Realme, a conformity to that Order, which the Lawes 
enjoyne, according to the Word of God : and we defire te un- 
burthen the conſctences ofmen of ncedlefle and ſuperſtitiousCe- 
remonies ſupprefle Innovations,and rake away the Monuments 
of Idolatry. And the better toeftect the intended Reformation, 
we delire there may be a generall Synod ofthe molt grave, pi- 
ous, learned, and judicious Divines of this Hfland}, affifted with 
ſome from forraine parts; profeſſing tae ſame Religion with us, 
who may ccnfider of all things neceſſary for the peace and 
good government of the Church, and repreſent the reſults of 
their conſultations unto the Parhament, to bee there allowed 
of and confirmed, and receive the ſtampe of Authority there - 
by to finde paſſage and Obedience throughout the King- 
dome. They bave malitiouſly charged us, that wee intend 
to deſtroy and diſcourage Learning, whereas it is our chief 
care and defireto adyance it,and to pore a competent main=- 
renance for conſcionable and preaching Miniſters throughout 
the Kingdome, which will be a great encouragement to Schol- 
lers, nh, a certaine meanes whereby the want, meaneneſle, and 
19norance, to which a great part of the Clergy is now tubject, 
will be prevented. And wee inten | likewiſe to reforme , a 
purge the fountaines of Learning the two Univerhities, that the 
{treames flowing from thence may be clearc and pure, and an 
honour and comfort to the whole Land, They have ftray- 
ned to blaſt our proccedings in Parliament,by wrefting the in- 
terprerations of our Orders from their genuine intention. They 
tell the people that our medling'with the power of Ppiſcopacy, 
hath phos Setaries and Conventicles,when Idolatry and po- 
piſh Ceremanies introduced-in the Church,by the command of 
the Biſho :5 have not only debarred rhe people from thence, but 
expelled them from the Kingdom. Thus with Elrab we are cald 
by this malignant party,the trgublers of theState and ill while 


we endeavour to reforme their abuſes,they make us the authors 


of thoſe miſchi tes we ſtudy to preyent : for the perfeRting of 


rae worke begun and removing all future umnpeduments, wee 


CON. 


conceivethefe courſes will be very effedualt;feeing the Religh- 
onof the Papiſts , hath ſuch principles as do certainely tend to 
the deftraction and extirpationgf all Proteſtants , 'wacn they 
(hall have opportunity.to.cffeR it, . . 

© It is necefiary in the firſt place to keepthem in ſuch a condi- 
tion,as that they may not be able todo us any hurt, and for a- 
yoyding of ſuch connivenceand favour as hath heretofore been 
ſhewed. nate; them, z., That his Majeſty bec pleaſed to grant a 
Gandigg Commbiog unto Tome choyce men named in Parlia- 
merit, wbo may take notice of their cacreaſe, their counſels aud 
proocedings, and ule all duc meanes by execution of the Lawes, 
ro preyent allmiſchjievons deſignes, againſt the peace and ſafety 
of this Kingdome. . That ſome good courſe bee taken to diſco- 
yer the counterfcit and - falſe conformity of Papiſts to the 
Church,by colour wherof perſons very much diflaffc&ed to the 
true Reljgion, have beens admitted into place of greateſt autho- 
rity and truſt inthe Kingdome. 

For tte better preſervation of the Laws and Libertics of the 
Kingdome, that all illegall grievances and exattions be preſen- 
ted, and puniſhed at the Seſhions, and Afſizes : and that Iudges 
and Inſtices be very carecſull to give this in charge to the grand 
Jury, and both the Sheriffe and Tuftices tobe ſworne to the duc 
execution of the petition of rightand other Lawes : That His 
Majeſty be bumbly petitioned by both. Houſes, to employ ſuch 
Counſcllors; Ambaſladors, and other Miniſters, in manoaging 
His bufineſſe at home and abroad , as the Parliament may have 
cauſe to confide in , without which wee eannot give his Maje- 
ſty fuch fupplyes for ſapport of His owne cſtate , nor ſuch alli- 
ſtance to the Proteſtant party beyond the Sca, as is defired, Tt 
may often fall out” that the Commons may have juſt cauſe to 
take exceptions at ſome men for being Counſellors, and yet not 
charge thoſe men with crimes , for there bee grounds of difft- 
dence, which lye not in: proofe : there are others, which 
though they may be proved, yet are not legally criminall,to be 
a knowne favourer of Papiſts, or to have becne very forward in 
defending or countenancing ſome great offenders, queſtioned 
in Parliament, or to ſpeake contemptuouſly of cither Houſes of 
Parliament, or Parliamentary procgedipgs, or luch as _ fa- 
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te ſtant ron. If theſe things may ba obſerved, wee doubt 
not but God will crowne this Parliament with fuch ſuccefſe as 
ing,and foundation of more honour and hap- 


ſhall be —_— c 
incfſe to His Majelty,than ever yetwas Cnjoyed by any of His 
yall Predeceflors. | 


